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The deputies came from the Austrian, German and
Russian parts of Poland that for more than a hundred years
had forced upon the population entirely divergent systems
of work or education. The methods of the various politi-
cians had therefore very little in common in education or
practice. Members of the same party coming from the
Russian, Austrian and German section of the country
differed often more from one another than from the political
adversaries coming from their own province. It needed
time for all those differences to melt away before a
common national aim.
To make himself understood in his speeches Paderewski
had often to descend to what he considered the level of the
Seym. Nevertheless, his personal presence often impressed
the Seym as little as did the particular character of his in-
tellect. Whilehisimportantparliamentaryspeechesgenerally
had some effect, he was rather helpless in parliamentary
debate, to which he was unaccustomed. He also found it
quite impossible suddenly to stoop to the use of such
weapons as personal enmity might dictate. " Many deputies
failed to understand both his motives and his methods, while
Paderewski himself seemed reluctant to accept the fact that
the majority of his political adversaries were not experienced
politicians, but beginners without even the rudiments of
political knowledge.
Outside the Seym, too, opposition to the Prime Minister
was increasing. The Socialists and Pilsudski's military
adherents constituted by no means the only antagonistic
groups. The powerful Jewish elements associated Pader-
ewski with Roman Dmowski in whom, forgetting his accom-
plishments, they only saw their most hated detractor and
enemy. They did not realize that in Paderewski there was
no room for racial or religious prejudices ; they also forgot
that, all through his life, some of his best friends, whether
in England, America, France or any other country, had
been Jews. Each day brought fresh attacks on him.
People complained of the Prime Minister's lack of punc-